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Sometimes, the problem 1s more
complex, as can be observed here:
NORTH
MKIG4
083
O AQ
PKJ652

SouTH

MA8T2

DV AJ2

O KJI10

A4

[f South reaches four spades, no

opening lead will cause him much
concern. For example, suppose that
West leads a low heart and East puts
up the king. South wins with the ace,
runs three rounds of diamonds in order
to discard dummy’s losing heart, and
ruffs a heart in dummy. The king and
ace of spades are then cashed, and
declarer ruffs his remaining heart. De-
clarer may next try for an endplay, or
attempt the club finesse, or even play
the ace and king of clubs in the hope
of dropping a doubleton queen. In any

casc, he would never dream of making
a safety play in clubs, for he does not
need four club tricks.

If South reaches three notrump, he
may find it wise and profitable to em-
ploy the safety play. Supposc that West
leads a low heart, East puts up the king,
and South wins with the ace. [Duck-
ing two hearts may be an attractive
alternative, depending on the bidding
and West’s leading proclivities.—Ed. |
South must bring in the clubs to assure
his contract; but he must also shut East
out of the lead for fear of a heart return.
He should therefore enter dummy with
a club to the king and try to finessc the
nine of clubs on dummy’s club return.
This 1s not so much a safety play as it
is an avoidance play. If East has a sure
club trick, the hearts will probably
spell rmin. However, if East happens to
hold queen-third of clubs, declarer is
perfectly willing to give up a club trick
to West’s ten-spot.

THE DEFENDERS DON’T KNOW

BY ROBERT GRAY

he declarer needs two tricks
in this suit and can afford one

loser:
NORTH
AQ3
SOUTH
754

The comments of various experts
Were interesting. Expert A says: “Play
the ace first, then later lead low to the
queen. Two tricks are made whenever
West holds the king or six low ones.”

Expert B says: “I finesse the queen, It
saves an entry and a lot of thinking.
And how often does East have the lone
king?” “Lead any card from South,”
says Expert C carefully, “and play any
card from North.” The last rule is good,
especially if you grant that a singleton
king with East is rather unlikely; Mr.
C is getting warm. But there is a better
way. My favorite method was ¢xposed
when I made this contract:
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t1h dealer: North-South vulnerable

NORTH
MO8
PAQS54
SQ9I87
%87
ST Easi
Kl932 ANT764
CKI0
Os52
S K105432
SouTtH
AATOS
V763
CAKIT43
Q6
WITH WEST NORTH  EAST
Pass Pass
1 & 20 Pass
i Pass INT (AllPass)

Nest led the three of spades, and the
civht held in dummy. I aimed to get a
ninth trick from hearts, and at trick two
| Tod a low heart from dummy. East

nt up with the king. By the way, 1
> seen defenders play the king even
fi two guards in this situation; here,
st might want to grab an opportunity
return partner’s suit. Even if East
cvery case plays low when he has
> king, my method is still successful
icn East has the singleton king or
st has the king, for I will finesse the
>¢n on the second round.

Here’s another case in which the

‘me is to depend on a defender’s
Iinorance of what’s going on:

[See top of next column.)

West led the jack of diamonds. South
il the first trick with dummy’s dia-
nd queen, finessed in spades, and
l 4 low diamond. As the first trick
I shown that South has the king,
‘st should have played the ten of
imonds to restrict North to only one

¢ entry. When West played low,

North dealer; East-West vulnerable
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SOUTH
MAQIIO
YQ2
OCK52
BAKS4

SouTH WEST NORTH  EAST
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the nine was finessed, and dummy
had an cxtra entry for a spade finesse.
Afterwards, declarer turned to West
and said patronizingly, “The third card
you played was wrong; you should
have played the ten.” West was a weak
player, but Easi was an expert. “The
first card you played was wrong,” she
said quietly to South. “You should have
played dummy’s diamond ace.” And
then South could have played the king
from the closed hand to create a third
entry under his own steam.

Onc of the easiest questions to an-
swer that I have ever met is: How do
you play this holding?

NORTH
76473

South
AKS2

The answer is: Lead any card from
one hand and play any card from the
other. In other words, you cannot go
wrong. In notrump, most people play
ace-king and possibly a third round.
or perhaps try to duck a trick to West
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