ed with an ace

South.  Contract: 45 by South.

Qs

D KQ98s7

. %954

. B AT4

B .5 e g4z

= Q62

Y Sloaxs
S g Q1086

& AKJ1097

05

S 017

o 932

th holds a singleton heart, but even if

‘he should not contribute the ace. If he
end of the defence. Having ducked the

table o recover this trick, but there is

hen the defence make two club tricks to

o cover this situation. If the loss of one
lay materialize lates, it is usually best to
tsituation in isolation, KQ987 opposite
it that it West plays the ace on the first
,dummy makes two tricks, But if the ace
ies one trick. That is the point to which a
1is attention.
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4 ‘-_. Tie aﬂ; .dealer.sauﬂ]_ _CUM 38‘3}' South.

& 753
D Q104
< AKQI05
& 109
K & AO2 N
3 82 ,,
i S 974 s .
& 87642 3
The bidding
S w N E

18 Pass 2$ 20
2 Pass e Pass
Pass Pass

‘West leads the eight of hearts. East wins with the knave of hearts
~and continues with the king and ace. South ruffs the third round
“with the ten of spades. How should West plan the defence?
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Rejecting the overruff

15. Game all; dealer South. Contract: 35 by South.

& 53

Q Q104

<& AKQ105

o 109
@ A92 [N & 4
&P 82 2 AKJ975
S 974 ® £ < 632

$ 87642 |5 | AS53
® KOJ1086
Q63
& 18
% KQIJ

The defence

West should decline to overruff, establishing the setting for a
trump promotion. When South plays a trump honour, West wins
and plays the #e8 (signifying no interest in the suit) to his
partner’s ace. East now plays a fourth round of hearts, and West,
who holds @92 over declarer’'s QJ86, must make one more
trump trick. So the defence make 2 hearts, 1 club and 2 trumps -
one down.

The principle

Do not be in a hurry to overruff if there i1s a chance of better
things. Sometimes an intermediate card, like an 8 or 9, will
become promoted if the defender retains his top trump. In the
above hand, had West overruffed the @10 declarer would have
made his contract. Say East wins the next trick with the &%A and
continues hearts. South can now afford to ruff high and draw
trumps without hindrance.

Another position where it is invariably wrong to overruff is
when a defender holds the A10x over declarer’s KQJI. If declarer
ruffs with one of his top honours the defender will make two
trump tricks if he retuses to overruff,
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16. E-W game; dealer South. Cq

& 0104
74

& AKQ!

& 1109

The bidding
S w N
1é 2D 3¢
I Pass 4
Pass Pass

West leads the two top hearts. K
defence?




