WALSH STYLE

In Standard American responder “bids up theline” in response to a 1& opening when
holding four or more diamonds. Playing Walsh style, when he has aweak hand,
responder bypasses the diamonds in favor of bidding a four-card magjor. Thisis because
auctions get out of control when opener and responder unveil a4-4 major suit fit or
opener bids NT aong the way. For example, as responder you hold:

XX
KJIxx

QJTxxx

X

And the auction proceeds:
1% le

lv 7

How comfortable would you be bidding 2% with this hand and hearing another bid from
partner? (They will lead atrump, you know!)

In Walsh, you bypass the diamonds and bid your 4-card major first. Y ou can then pass
partner’sraise or bid anon-forcing 2¢ if opener rebids INT over your major. For
example:

KJIxx
XX
QJTxxx
X

1% la
INT 2e¢ isnot NMF. It describes a weak hand with 4 spades and 6 diamonds

The corollary isthat responder may initially bid diamonds and then reverse into a major
holding only 13 HCP. This gives an excellent description of responder’ s hand: For
example:

XX
KQJx
AQJTxx
X

1 1le
2% 2y shows this kind of hand. Y ou could even have 5 diamonds
and bid up thisway.



Using SA, you could not bid 2% with this hand and you would miss aslam if opener held
aslittle as:

A XX
AX

K
AXXXXX

New Minor Forcing (one round)
Note that we play Major Suit Check-back Stayman (see later section), so the conventional
meaning of NMF is not quite the same.

The auction

le 1a

INT L IsCBS

The auction

1% la

INT 2¢ Is Walsh, showing aweakish hand with 44 & 6¢
le 1e

2¢ 3% IsNMF (one round, asks for delayed spade support)
The auction

1% lv

INT 2% Is CBS asking for either 3 hearts or 4 spades.

Note that opener with a 4=3=3=3 might not bid 14

Major Suit Check Back Stayman

Used in situations where responder bids one of amajor and then wants to create aforcing
situation when opener rebids INT. Responder always bids 2% to check back and create
theforce. Therefore, 1% - 14 - INT - 24 does not show a weak preference for clubs. It
asks for delayed spade support or four hearts.

Therefore, an auction like;

1¢ - 1a
INT - 3v

isnot forcing, just invitational. If responder wanted to force, he would bid 2& over INT
and then bid hearts at the three level.



Similarly,

1v - 1a
INT - 2% isforcing.

When responder really wants to play in clubs (non-forcing), he must jump to the 3 level,
barring any further action by opener; e.g.

14 - 14
INT - 3% (bar bid)

(Y ou cannot show a preference for clubs at the 2 level).
Other jumps are invitational. So,

le - 1a
INT - 3% isabar bid (since responder didn’ t first force with 2&)

Any bid by responder at the three level following checkback isforcing to game; e.g.

le - 1v
INT - 2% (Note that opener may have 4 spades and aflat hand. Alertable!)
29 - 3% or 3¢ (Responder would bid 3¥ to invite).

Note that opener’ sfirst responsibility isto show delayed support when responder uses
CBS. Thus, with: XXX AQxx xxx AKX theauctionwould proceed

1% 1
INT 2%
24 not 2v



