Dear Mr. Wolff:
Recently you featured an auction where a call of five no-trump was described as pick-a-slam.
Please explain how that interacts with the use of the call as the grand slam force.

— Double Meaning, Mason City, lowa

ANSWER: Until the advent of the more sophisticated versions of Blackwood, there was always
a problem in finding the trump honors other than the ace. That was why the grand slam force
became popular. These days, unless you have a void to complicate matters, the grand slam force
has been superseded. But using the call to offer a choice of slams is a sophisticated way of
passing the blame to partner — and one can never have enough of them!



