Winsome & Loathsome

The fascinating faces of 5NT

Bridge is a language with a very
limited vocabulary. As with most
languages, the same word(s) can
have different meanings in different
contexts. Take 5NT. Beyond being
your favorite contract, it wears many
faces. In Roman Key Card Black-
wood, bNT simultaneously asks for
kings and guarantees that all six key
cards are owned by the partnership,
thereby also inviting partner to bid
a grand slam if he has undisclosed
extra values or a source of tricks. In
regular Blackwood, 5NT also asks for
kings and guarantees all four aces.

Traditionally, a 5NT response to
a INT or 2NT opening bid invites a
grand slam. Opener bids 6NT with a
minimum, 7NT with a maximum.

In suit auctions, a leap to SNT man-
dates a grand slam if you have two of
the top three honors in an explicitly or
implicitly agreed upon suit. Some use
responses that are more descriptive.

A practical use of 5NT occurs when
your side has bid notrump and a suit
but no fit is found. It is forcing to
slam and invites partner to investigate
the best strain at the six level.

West East
AK©G6 AAJD4
VAKT73 vJ2
¢KQJ ¢® A92
SA 1095 o K862

After West opens a 20-21 2NT, East
will bid a slam. The partnership has
the 33 high-card points said to be
needed for 6NT but, especially when
playing IMPs, the objective is to find
the safest strain. Remember: Without
a source of tricks, 33 HCP is often
nsufficient to produce a good slam
in notrump.

So how does one investigate alter-
natives after Stayman fails to uncover
a major-suit fit? By bidding SNT. It
says, “Partner, I have the values to
bid 6NT but I have at least one other
suit that might be a better option.”
Partner then bids 6¢e to convert an
inferior notrump slam into a better
than 70% favorite. Just cash your top
two trumps and go about the business
of cross-ruffing.

What if you have two minors and
no major? The advent of IMP scor-
ing brought new respectability to
the minor suits. At matchpoints, we
stretch to bid notrump or a major,
sometimes even choosing a 4-3 fit
rather than the lower-scoring minor-
suit game. In matchpoints, it makes
no difference if you beat your compe-
tition by 10 points or 2000, you get the
same matchpoint score. Playing IMPs,
a slam swing could spell disaster.

Some years ago, after noting that
for those who play Texas transfers
4 & is an idle bid with no assigned
meaning, [ proposed that after a INT
or 2NT, 44 should show a balanced
hand with the values for a quantita-
tive ANT but with two four-card minor
suits (or 54 or 4-5). It's simple and
you give up nothing to play it.

After I sold this treatment to my
(now dear departed) friend Dottie
Darcey, the following deal came up
at the Orlando Regional. 1 was dealer
and opened INT holding:

AK1086 WAI97 #A975 AL
Dottie, looking at:
AAD V1065 #KQJI10 »KQJ 10,

remenibered. She tried 4 4. Although
minimum, my hand was rich in con-
trols and, anxious to demonstrate my
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toy in action, I bid 6 ® . The field was
in 4NT, making 11 tricks. 6NT failed,
while I made 13 tricks in diamonds
(six diamonds, four clubs, two spades
and the ¥ A). Who said that it’s hard
to find 44 minor suit fits after a
notrump opener? 0

Fish and Play Bridge
Amasons Obabikon Resort
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You are invited to fish and play bridge. Obabikon

is an island fishing resort on Lake of the Woods,

Ontario. Bridge is played in a large gazebo that

overlooks the water. Cabins are modern with an

great view of the lake. The fishing is excellent!
Dates and Rates

August 7-12 S days/nts $695 per person
August 16-20 4 days/nts $595 per person
August 20-24 4 days/nts $595 per person

August 16-24 8 days/nts  $995 per person
Price Includes: Cabin, meals, launch transport to
and frem Obabikon, all bridge entry fees, and a
daily bridge class with ACBL director and teacher.
Half day guided fishing available at $63 per person

Call for FREE BROCHURE and bridge schedule
352-347-4059; 618-322-7326; MM
Visit our web site at www.obabikon.com
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