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West deals: North hids hearts
Both sides vulnerable
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Game is just ahout certain, and \Vould hc
an excelle;1t contract cvcn if the spade
jack·ten, heart quecn-jack, and diamond
'qucen had heen small cards in the same suits.
Nonetheless, it is hard to reach: East-West
lack the room to discover the eomhined
power of the singleton duh and trump fit.

Each East started hy showing spadcs, hut
the distrihutional implications were diller
Clll. Kokish's one-spade response could haw
heen only four spades cven though Ihe
Champs usc negative douhles (a douhle
would deny as many as four spades-a
.. Walsh" treatment). Splettstosser's nega
tive double suggestcd a four-card spade
holdine. On tt,; next round, Kokish's
invitational jump to three diamond, seems
morc accurate than Splettstosser's minimum
rehid, hut even so the Champs could nOI
move towards game. Could Easl reason"hlv
hid more than he did, evcn considering th~
promoted heart king"

Running score: KoJ..:j"h-Nagy
Hauslcr-Splcttstosscr 25.
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S"uth dealer
E;tst- West vulnerahle

Running score: Kokish 'Jagy
Hausler-Splcttstosser 19.
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Nagy. West for the Champs. quitc
sensihly treated his spades as a five-card suit.
(Interestingly, 4-3-3-.\ distribution with a
very powcrl'uJ four-card suit is ortcn
favorahle for a 4-3 trump contract.) Kokish
investigated diamonds and c1uhs. Then.
getting-no encouragement from partner. he
settled in game.

Hausler, West 'for the Challengers. quite
sensihly treated his hand as a weak l1otrump.
(One spadc would he even morc attractive as
an opening hid if the alternalive \Vere one
dub.) The Challengers then had an excellent
auction. Two uiam()mJ~ wa~ forcing
Stayman. and West showed his spades. Two
notrump a.,ked for further clarification. and
three spades showed 4-3-3·.1 I\'ilh good
."pad"s. East had now discovered exactly
what he needed tn kiloII'.
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