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The 0 commandments of 
good slam bidding - part 3 

Last month, we looked at No.2: 
High-card points are not the key. 
SOlll(' IWllds mllst be downgraded 
while some must be upgraded. This 
deal is an example of one that must 
be downgraded: 

• K J . AJ 
. 76 3 
eTeAQJ 

• A 7 
• KQ52 
• K842 
~ K96 

North South 
1NT 

6NT Pass 

North added up 3 HCP, and 
j umped to 6NT. What could be easier? 
UnfOltunately, taking 12 tricks was 
impossible. Even if East had the • A, 
6NT had no chance. South can score 
only four hearts, three spades, three 
clubs and one diamond. 

NOlth's hand was not w01th 18 HCP. 
Not only did he have the worst possi
ble distlibution, but his four-card suit 
was awful. In addition, North held 
five overrated quacks (queens and 
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Jacks) as oppo ed i illlde at d 
a ·es. Therefor , h should down
grade his hand and in ' te slanl b 
bidding 4NT, and South w uld pass. 

The other side of the 'oin is that 
some hands must b ~ up~a ed: 

.53 

• A83 
t A Q 107 
eTeAQJlO 

A7 

• Q 52 
t K84 2 
eTe K96 

North South 
INT 

6NT Pass 

Although South has the same hand 
he had before, this time 6NT is a great 
contract. A traditional point-counter 
would value the North hanc' as 17 
HCP, but I'm sure that you realize that 
this North hand is sigllifkantiy stron
oer than the one in the first deal. 

NOlth loves his two quality 
four-card suits and so adds 1 point for 
each of them. It's no surprise that 6NT 
is an odds-on favorite to make. 

Here's a deal where North-South 
didn't have "en(lugh" points. Their 
auction, howe,'er, makes sense to me. 
Isn't logic what bridge is all about? 

.AK7 5 

• K Q7 65 
t 4 
eTe\54 

. QJ10943 

• A 2 
• J 10 8 
eTe 72 

Nmlh 

(1) Asks for a feature. 

North-S uth had no problem reach
ing the ex ell nt sIan . Once South 
opened 2. , O1t11 r alized that if 
South had the A, 6. was "in the 
cards ." North t idn't care how many 
Pl>ints his side held. He was too busy 
pitturing partner discarding club 
los l (S) on dummy's hearts after 
drawinl tmmps. 

Not ev'!ry player earl picture pmt
ner's ~and dwing the b iddinO'. On 
many aucCons, .specially lth bal
anced land3, no on all do it. ou 
might find lhe following idea helpful. 
Bidding can be thought of as playing 
out the hanG in advance. 

Just to em{l1asiz tilat you may not 
need many high-card points to make a 
slam, try this teaser: 

Question: Wrrat are the fewest num
ber of HCP neeried for a pair to make 
a grand slam, assuming favorable 
breaks in relevant suits? 

Answe-r: t is possible to mal< a 
grand slam with 5 HCP. An example:.

. 8 7 654 

. 5 -13 2 
eTe 5432 

.87654 3 2 
• A.r 10 932 
t 
4- 

As long as heruts split 1-1 and 
spades divide no worse than 4-2, 
South can set up spades and make 
7. . 0 
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