
Good Bad Notrumps

Used in situations where opener has a long minor suit and gets into a competitive  auction where he wants to describe either a good minor or a bad minor at the 3-level.

Conditions
1. The auction is at the two-level at opener’s 2nd turn to bid.

2. The opponents have bid and raised the same suit.
Opener shows a good hand by bidding at the three-level. Opener shows that he only wants to compete by making a lebensohl-like 2NT bid, asking responder to bid 3 ♣. Note that opener may have a minor two-suiter and could pass 3 clubs. Therefore, if the opening bid is 1 ♦, Responder should take a preference to diamonds if he has at least 3.

Examples
X   Q xx   AQJTxx  Axx

1 ♦    1 ♠     P    2 ♠

(Opponents have bid and raised ♠)
?

Bidding 3 ♦ is clearly an overbid. You won’t be pleased to hear a 3NT response or double of 3 ♠ from partner. Bid 2NT (“bad minor”), forcing partner to bid 3♣. Your subsequent 3 ♦ bid describes this type of holding.

------------------------------------------------------------------

X    Q xx    AKQTxx    AKx

Bid 3 ♦ (good minor). Partner will know that you have a good hand and will bid 3NT if he has spades stopped or double 3 ♠ with diamond shortness and a spade stack.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

X    Qx    Axxxxx    AKxxx

Bid 2NT, intending to pass partner’s forced 3 ♣ response. Note that if partner has club shortness and at least 3 diamonds, he should refuse the relay, for fear of getting passed out when he doesn’t have clubs.
The same principle is used when opponents interfere and responder makes a negative double. Opener, with 4-card support and good hand, bids at the three-level. Otherwise, opener bids 2NT (over spade interference) and then bids 3 ♥ after the forced relay to 3 ♣. For example:

1 ♦    1 ♠    X    2 ♠
3 ♥



Shows a good hand
1 ♦     1 ♠    X    2 ♠    
2NT     P  3 ♣     P




Relay to 3 ♣
3 ♥



Is competitive

1 ♦    1 ♥    X    2 ♥
2 ♠



Is competitive

1 ♦    1 ♥    X    2 ♥
3 ♠



Is invitational

1 ♦    1 ♥    X    2 ♥
X



Shows 3-card (spade) support

The same principal can be used when opener forces responder to bid after the opponents have bid and supported the same suit. For example:
1 ♣      1 ♠    P      2 ♠
X         P      2N    P

2N says “go slow” you are forcing me to bid.
3 ♣      P      3 ♥    P

3 ♣ is forced, 3 ♥ is drop dead. Responder could also pass 





3♣ with a long club suit.
1 ♣      1 ♠    P     2 ♠
X         P      3 ♥    

3 ♥ direct says I have values, continue with a good hand.

1 ♣      1 ♠    P     2 ♠
X         P     2N    P

2N says “go slow” you are forcing me to bid.

3 ♣      P     P


P says “I have clubs, no values”

1 ♣      1 ♠    P     2 ♠
X         P     3 ♣   

3 ♣ (direct) says “I have values – I like clubs
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