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Useful bidding
agreements — part 5

Raising a minor after a takeout
double (continued)

Last time we examined the
flaws in the existing popular
methods for showing a limit raise
over a takeout double of partner’s
minor, namely redouble and 2NT.
Here’s a different approach that |
recommend.

The jump in the other minor

This is a treatment that will
solve many of the problems shown
above. It shows your values and
your support immediately and still
allows the partnership to play in
3NT from the right side if there is
one.

When your partner opens a
minor suit and the next player
doubles, you can use a jump in the
other minor to show a limit raise
or better for partner’s suit.

West  North  East South
| Dbl 24
or
West North  East South
K J Dbl RE )

These two bids will work well
as long as you remember them.
The big advantage is that they do

not grab the notrump. After one of

these calls, notrump can be ex-
plored 1t it 1s to be an option.
Of course, there i1s a downside

44

to these bids other than the fact
that they may be forgotten. The
loss to you is that you give up two
bids that you may wish you had.
My opinion is that not much is
lost. In my experience, [ can’t
remeniber many jumps to 2 #
after right-hand opponent doubled
| oo
Here are a few examples of this

structure.

A763

VK2

®AQ763

% K83

AMAAQ2
Y107
¢ 110852
*QJ7
North  East South
| & Dbl 3
Pass 3¢ All Pass
South bids 3¢k, showing a limit
raise or better, and North returns
to 3® . South has just a limit raise
so he passes.
AB732
Y AK?2
® AK76
& 83

West

AMKQY
v87
®QJ8s52
& AQ9
North  East South
14 Dbl 3
Pass 3y Pass ANT
All Pass
South shows a limit raise or
better. North has too good a hand
to bid just 3® so he bids 3%,
This shows extras and a heart
stopper, too. South bids 3NT,
which completes the auction. Note

West

Mike’s Advice

that 3NT does not promise a big
hand. It just says he has stoppers.
AKJIS3
¥YQJ73
®QlJ
* AO3

A l04
VA9
® K98
d KI10752
North  East South
| ofe Dbl 2¢
2M Dbl Pass ?

North has good spades and can
double. This is not a demand that
South pass, but South does have
some defense and he has two
spades. West is caught up in a 4-3
fit and will pay a price for it.

Note that if West had passed,
North would have bid 2NT. South
can pass 2NT with a minimum,
which is what he would do on this
hand.

West

A Q85
v 10

¢ K982
&AQJI32

A4
Y194
® AQIO
S KI10754
North  East South
| o Dbl 2¢
PA 4 e All Pass
South makes his limit-raise-or-
better bid of 2% and West con-
tests with 2% . North has a uscful
minimum and bids 3 to show
this. 3é is not a big bid but it
does say that he has a playing
hand that wants to play in 3.
South has nothing extra, so he
passes. 0

West

Enjoy and learn with free daily bidding and play hands
at www.bridgeclues.com.
Hands created by Mike Lawrence
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