Dear Mr. Wolff:

My LHO opened one heart, my partner overcalled two clubs, my RHO responded two hearts, and
I bid two spades, which was passed out even though game was makable our way. | thought my
call by an unpassed hand was forcing even in competition. Was | wrong?

— Stranded, Augusta, Ga.

ANSWER: | think you are extrapolating from an auction that is played as forcing — though not
by everyone — where you bid two spades in response to two clubs without a bid on your right.
In your example you need to be able to make a nonforcing call, or you may be shut out. With a
good hand and spades, to make a forcing call you could start with a takeout double and then bid
spades.



