




Oscar's next decision had him rant- 
ing and raving five minutes into the 

4 A J 9 . 5  V 5 4  O A J 3  4 ~ ~ 8 3 ,  

Problem B 

WEST NORTH EAST 

Pass 3 0 Pass 
Pass 4 V Pass 
Pass 6 0 (All Pass) 

leads the spade deuce. 

Rubber bridge 
West dealer 
Neither side vulnerable 

NORTH 
4 5 3 2  
V 1 0 7 4  
0 8 6 5 2  
4 K 9 5  
SOUTH 
4 A K Q  1 0 7 6 4  
v J 
O K 9  
* A 8 6  

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
- 10 Pass 2 V 

4 4 Pass Pass Pass 
Heart ace, four, three, jack. 
Heart king, seven, two, ? 

Plan the play. 

- (Solutions on page 75.) 



- two hearts - ? back to him. Why You Lose at Bridge] worked out 
Oscar raised to three diamonds. Col- that she could save money by hiring the 

one1 Blimp, on Oscar's left, doubled. Unlucky Expert [Simon's technically 
Result: down two. excellent player] to play with her in 

"Tough luck," moaned Oscar. "You duplicate games instead of paying out 
could have had a betterband, and the losses at a nickel a point in four-deal 
Colonel didn't have to have five strong bridge. 
trumps behind me. I had to raise, be- ' Against  Oscar  and me, Mrs.  
cause it was a competitive auction." Guggenheim held this hand with both 

Actually, 1 had a rqther better hand ' vul.: 
than I might have, and our trumps rl, J 1 0  9 V A Q 8 5 3 0 7 5 4 + J 6 
would have split favorably if Oscar had 
passed, because I would have risked Her partner, the dealer, opened with a 

three clubs, down one on best defense weak two spades; I passed; she passed; 

but often making in the real world. Oscar reopened with three clubs on her 

Instead of mwoning  k t ,  J said to Os- left; partner passed; I tried three dia- 

car, "You raised your own diamonds, monds, and she . . . 
which you had bid with only three." - "Three spades," said Mrs. Guggen- 

I hear you bid two diamonds, heim. When it came round to me, I 

after I doubled?'he asked. doubled. Unlucky had almost a hand 

"That's what you heard, but (really from Oscar's no-man's-land: ace-lung- 

you bid one-spade-two-clubs-two-dia- sixth and an outside queen. He was 

monds, and I passed your two dia- lucky to go down only one (I had dou- 

monds." bled on two low spades, so he picked 

"I must be getting old," said Oscar. up the suit). Still, that was minus 200 

"Maybe I need an audiometer test." and a tie for bottom for the dear lady. 

I call bids like Oscar's three dia- Unlucky had something to say to her 

monds Audiometer Bids. The only after the play. "Ordinarily, your three 

excuse for them is, "Maybe partner spades would be fine, as they can make 

didn't hear my last call, so just in case 110 in three diamonds and three spades 

I'll repeat my message." The raise of a down one is only minus 100. But you 

simple suit advance of a takeout double' mustn't do it against Mac The Knife 

is a special case, a Faux Raise. Perhaps here," he said. "He's too quick on the 

these terms for those bad actions will trigger: a pleasantly mixed 

reduce their frequency. metaphor. 
Oscar kept muttering something like, Unlucky was right about not get- 

"He's supposed to be a strong player. ting against opponents 
he know that in competitive make hair-trigger matchpoint doubles 

auctions to for 200-point penalties. However, had 
Mrs. Guggenheim been my client, I 

Delayed Raises would have made a different sugges- 
As the stakes at her rubber-bridge tion. It is bridge gospel that balancing 

club escalated, Mrs. Guggenheim [S. actions require less strength than direct 
J. Simon's hopelessly inept player in moves, and that a player with a hand 
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and get overboard. After a delayed 
raise, the opponents are likely to have 
shown their suits and shot their wads. 

tiv'% it happens, a direct raise to 
me- three spades would have earned Mrs. 
de- Guggenheim and the Unlucky Expert 
ble a good score, minus 100, instead of 

the minus 110 for which they were 
o- slated had she allowed me to play in 
1. three diamonds. Nonetheless, her ini- 
a tial pass was correct. Not only might 
- three spades have gone down two on 

poorer breaks, but two spades might 
have stolen the pot for plus 110. 

UR BIDDING 
o A WEAK TWO-BID 

f BY BEVERLY KRAFT 
A system leaf replaces feature-show- 

ing over the forcing two-notrump re- 
WEST NORTH EAST sponse with Ogust: three clubs shows 

a minimum and a weak suit; three dia- 
monds a minimum, strong suit; three 

idge world standard, after hearts a maximum, weak suit; three 
weak two-bid, an unpassed spades a maximum, strong suit. 
may: (a) bid three notrump As South, what call do you make 
o any level to bar opener with each of the following? 

action; (b) force f i r  one (a) 
I 

I 

ithasimplenew-suit bid; (c) 4 A K 9 8 4 2  Q Q 8 6 2  O A K  * 7  j 
four clubs as a key-card-ask in (b) I 

r'ssuit;(d)makeanyotherbe- 4 A K 1 0 9 3  v A 8 6  0 5 2  * A K 3  
get- 
who 
bles 
had 
lt, I 
3es- 
:ing 
rect 
and 

new-suit jump to ask about (c) I 

inthatsuit(replies:onestep, 4 A K Q 9 3  v A 8 3  0 5 2  * A K 3  
t- nor second-round control; (d) I 

, second-round control; three 4 A  5 4 9 5  0 A  K J 6 4 * A Q  10 3  ; 
I 

ond-round controls); (e) bid 4 A  10 9 A  5 4 0 K J 7 4  2 9 A  K  3  I 

p to ask opener to bid a side (f) 
4 A 3  9 2  O K 5 9 8 6 5 3  * K J 9  

(Ahwers on page 74.) 
s 1 
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